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Again we mention the name of one of the oldest, and most worthy citizens of old Bacon Chapel neighborhood.

CHARLES H. CHRISTIAN


Mr. Christian was a native of old Virginia, born in Albemarle Co., in 1795. In 1811 his father moved to Kentucky and settled in Ohio county. When the war of 1812 began, young Christian enlisted in the defense of his county. He was raised on a farm, and at the close of the war he returned home and engaged in farming. At the age of twenty one he married, and in the year 1825 he and his wife came to Missouri and settled in Lincoln county, where they remained for two years. They then located in Ralls county, and resided there til 1834, when they settled in Shelby county. They were among the old settlers of Bacon Chapel neighborhood. They made a profession of religion in their young days, while yet in Kentucky, and joined the Methodist church. They became members of Bacon Chapel church in which their membership remained till their death. Mr. Christian was a pensioner of the war in 1812, and was the only soldier of that war that ever lived in Bacon Chapel neighborhood. They were over ninety years old when they died, having lived together over seventy years. Mr. Christian improved several farms, one being the farm now owned by Mr. Swartz. He lived and died on the farm now owned by Mr. William Thurman, on which Wesley Chapel is located. Mr. Christian raised a worthy family of children. His daughter Elizabeth, married Mr. Armstrong Caruthers, who died and left her with several children. She then married Jonathan Wooster, and many years ago they moved to Oregon where they now live.

JAMES CHRISTIAN


A son, who in sixty-two joined Col. Porter and was taken prisoner at Kirksville, was one of the eighteen that was murdered by order of Gen. McNeal

MARION CHRISTIAN

     Another son, improved the farm now owned by Mr. Harvey, located and joining the farm of Mr. James Melson the south. Mr. Marion Christian, in addition to farming taught school. He taught one term in the Smith school house and the boys and girls of my age, in that district, remember well when we attended his school. He was a good teacher of his day. He, many years ago, went south and settled in Texas.

WALTER K. CHRISTIAN


A worthy son, remained on the farm till grown. He then studied dentistry, which profession he has followed ever since. He settled in Moberly many years ago, where he has since lived, and followed his chosen profession.

CHARLES WESLEY CHRISTIAN


C. W. Christian is one of the older children of Charles Christian. He grew to manhood on the farm, and has followed farming most of the time since. He was born in Ralls Co., Mo in 1833. He was with Col Joe Porter on a part of this famous raid. After he came home he engaged in the freight and express business. He remained there a few years, and returned to the old neighborhood , and bought a piece of prairie land now owned by young Mr. Edmondson, where he improved a farm. He lived here for several years, when he sold this place, and improved the farm west of Nathan Taylor’s farm. He remained on this farm a few years, and disposed of it and bought the old home-stead on which his father died. Previous to this however he improved another farm, joining the Edmonson place on the west, and owned by Mr. Henry Eaton. Mr. Christian is a Methodist, and was a member of Bacon Chapel for many years. While living on the old home farm, (now owned by Mr. Thurman) Wesley Chapel was built, which stands on the southwest corner of this land. The ground was given by Mr. C. W. Christian, and stands as a monument to his memory. Mr. Christian sold this farm to Mr. Christian sold this farm to Mr. Thurman some four or five years ago and moved to Shelbina, where he has resided since. 

GEORGE CHRISTIAN


This was the youngest child of Charles Christian, and was born and raised in Bacon Chapel neighborhood. When the war began in 61, George Christian was just verging into manhood, and although the main support of his father and mother, he was given by them to the service of the South, a soldier boy, to fight for and defend the principles, as they believed must prevail if this government were to be perpetuated as our forefathers had established it. So early in the beginning of this cruel and uncalled for war, George Christian enlisted in the Southern cause, and with Gen. Martin P. Green and Col. Joe Porter, he went south of the Missouri River where they joined Gen. Sterling Price, On the 10th day of September, 1861, Gen. Price began the siege of Lexington. In this, the most noted battle that was fought to Mo., Gen Price was compelled to protect his men by allowing them to shelter behind any object that would give them protection, as the enemy was well fortified, and being armed with long range guns, had all advantage of Gen. Price, his men being armed principally with common shot guns and rifles. So Gen. Price, pressed into service a number of hemp bales, which were used as movable breast-works. A soldier was placed behind each bale of hemp: and the bales were rolled over, until they were in reach of the enemy, with their short range guns. By this means the enemy was captured. Being eager to see what was going on in front of them, the soldiers would raise their heads above their breast works, and often would be killed by a sharp shooter. Young Christian , eager, anxious and ambitious, would expose his head to the enemy in this way, till finally a ball from a sharp shooter’s gun pierce his face striking the side of this nose, passing through the face and lodging in the neck. He was picked up for dead and taken to the nearest house and laid on the porch. After some time he was discovered to be alive, and was cared for, the bullet being taken out of the back of the neck. George recovered sufficient to get home, where he was nursed and cared for until his wounds were healed, and he was supposed to be well. But in the spring following, he and his father were burning plant beds. And it was supposed that George became overheated, and he fell a fit and ever after this, as long as he lived he was thus afflicted. George made a profession of religion in early life and joined Bacon Chapel. He lived a christian life and died several years ago. He never married, but spent his life in the support of his old father and mother. The three died in a short time of each other. George Christian was one of the most honest and respected of old Bacon Chapel neighborhood.

J. H. Pollard  

