Bacon Chapel Neighborhood

28 March 1902

Clarence, Mo. 


Shelbina TORCHLIGHT

STEPHEN MILLER


This gentleman was born and raised in Kentucky. He came to Missouri in 1882. He was prominent in the affairs of Shelby County in the early settlement. He was one of the seventy who was present at the organization of the county in 1835. This number was supposed to be all the voters in the county at that time. Mr. Miller in after years became a citizen of Bacon Chapel neighborhood and at one time lived on the John F. Benjamin farm, now known as the Henry Shultz farm.


Mr. Miller died many years ago, leaving a worthy and respected family. Some of his grand children, were and arc today prominent citizens of Shelby County, and will be mentioned in these articles.

AUGUSTUS E. WHITBY


Mr. Whitby was a native of Maryland and came to Missouri and settled in Shelby county in 1840. Mr. Whitby took an active part in county affairs. He was a member of the first temperance organization of the county in the fall of 1840. Mr. Whitby married a daughter of Stephen Miller, (the gentleman above mentioned) in 1842. Mr. Whitby settled in Canton, Lewis county, where he lived till 1875, when he died, leaving a wife, three sons and two daughters. Mr. Whitby was a Methodist, a good neighbor and a worthy citizen.

STEPHEN MILLER WHITBY


This is the oldest child of Augustus E. Whitby, and has the full name of his grandfather, Stephen Miller. Mr. Whitby was born in 1843 in a log cabin on the Tobin farm now owned by Mr. Ritter. When his father died he was his mother’s main support, there being four other children. Soon after the death of his father came back to Shelby county and settled for a short time near Bacon Chapel. They lived a short time on the Eaton farm, one mile west of Walkersville, now owned by Mrs. Hiram Dale. They then settled on a tract of land three miles north of Clarence, where  the children grew up, and the mother died at a ripe old age.


Stephen attended school in Canton some but after the family came back to Shelby county, school advantages were very poor, and a living was to be made, a farm improved and a home to be provided for mother, brothers and sisters, so his school days were practically at an end. He remained on the farm till 1862, when war, with all its horrors, aged in this fair land of ours and Stephen Whitby was forced to do one of the three things, go into the militia, join the confederate army, or go on the rail road as a section hand, rail road men being except from army duty. If he joined either army he could not look after the interests of the farm and his mother, but if on the road he could; so he came to Clarence and hired as a section hand and worked till the war closed. In the presidential election in 1864, two candidates were in the field, Abraham Lincoln; Republican, and George B. McClellan; Democrat. The Republican tickets were on white paper and the Democrat tickets were on yellow paper. This was for the purpose of knowing who were Democrats and who were Republicans. The polls were guarded by Federal soldiers. Stephen Whitby being a Democrat voted a yellow ticket, and as he left the polls a soldier arrested him, took him to Shelbyville and put him in the guard house. The demand was made of him, that he join the militia, or pay $30 in money and he would be released. He would not go in the army and he did not have the thirty dollars to pay for his release, so he remained a prisoner till he hit upon a plan to get out. He finally found a friend who loaned him fifteen dollars. This made a stake and he played seven up with the guard and won fifteen dollars. Then he had the thirty dollars, which he paid for his release and came home. We do not mention this to show that he was a gambler. 


After the close of the war, S. M. Whitby entered the store of Stephen Doyle as clerk, the leading store of Clarence. After several years work of this kind, he and A. J. Higbee and Whitby bought out Mr. Doyle and continued under the firm name of Higbee and Whitby for some time. John W. Jacobs bought out Mr. Higbee and the firm name became Whitby, Jacobs & Co. This became the leading dry goods store in Clarence and remained so till Mr. Whitby’s death, which occurred in the summer of 1890.


S. M. Whitby was one of the leading businessmen of Clarence both politically and officially. He was connected with the city government as alderman, city clerk, and a short time before his death he was elected and held the office of Mayor of the city. Some time after the war closed Mr. Whitby married Miss Fannie Lowstuttor, of Clarence, who survives him, no children being born of this union. Mr. Whitby was not a member of any church of secret society, but was a liberal, benevolent man, contributing liberally to the poor and the religious denomination of the city. He was an enterprising business man.

JAMES WHITBY


This is the second son of Augustus E. Whitby and was born in Canton, Missouri, in 1852. James Whitby grew manhood on the old home place north of Clarence. Being but five years old when his father died, he remembered but little of him and was but little help to his mother for several years. But when his brother Stephen had to leave home and go on the road, much depended on him, to assist in making a living for the family. James Whitby performed these duties until he was of age and the younger children were of sufficient age to make a living and support their mother. Then he married and settled on a tract of land joining the old home farm on the south where he built a comfortable home and has lived there ever since. He has a good farm of two hundred acres, a nice family of children and is a successful farmer, a good neighborhood and a worthy citizen. 

MARVIN WHITBY


The youngest son, was born in Canton, Lewis county in 1854. After his brother Stephen left the farm he assisted his brother James in the farm work. He attended the public school but little. The principal schooling he received was a nine months term, a select school taught by Charles Benjamin in Clarence. By the aid of this and close attention to his studies he was qualified for teaching by the time he was grown. He entered the educational field, farming in summer and teaching in winter, which he followed for several years. He was elected County School Commissioner in 1886 and filled the office satisfactorily. He has held the office of Justice of the Peace of Clay township for two terms and was nominated for the third term at the last primary election. He was a city clerk for several years. He was elected public administrator of the county in 1900.


It will be seen that Marvin Whitby is a public man of note and a useful man in his community, having risen to his present honorable and useful position, mainly by his own efforts. Marvin Whitby is married and owns and lives in one of the nicest homes in Clarence. He attends to his official duties, and looks after his farm land some five miles from the city.

J. H. Pollard

