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HISTORY O F SHELBY COUNTY

ficient for any superstructure that may
be reared upon it. Living in it during
the formative part of its history, he has
done well his part, and has thereby given
to those who may come after him a h e
example of fidelity, breadth of view and
h i g h class citizenship which is well
worthy of all imitation.
THOMAS J. RICE.

For a full quarter of a century a resident of Shelby county, and during more
than a third of the'time a citizen of Shelbina, Thomas J. Rice has contributed his
full share to ,the growth and development of this portion of the state and
done well his duty as an active and industrious factor for good among this
people. He is a native of the state, born
in Scotland county on November 7, 1858,
and although portions of his life have
been passed elsewhere, h e has always
been deeply interested in the state of
his nativity and the enduring welfare of
its people.
Mr. Rice is of Kentucky ancestry, his
grandfather, Daniel C. Rice, having been
born and reared in that state and having lived there many years. He is a
son of Jackson A. and Margaret (Roseborough) Rice, the f o r m e r born in
Hardin county, Kentucky, where his life
began on December 25,1835, and the latter in Sootland county in this state. The
father accompanied his parents to Missouri when he was but one year old and
returned with them to Kentucky when
he was four. The family remained in
Kentucky three years, and in 1845 again
became residents of Missouri, locating

in Scotland county, where the father
conducted a flourishing business as a
farmer and breeder of live stock, in
which his son united with him as soon
as he was old enough.
In 1860 the elder Mr. Rice went to
California with an older brother. He
was very successful in locating good
claims in Colorado, having returned that
far east after a short stay in California,
and returned to this state in 1863 with
money enough to buy a farm near that
of his father in Scotland county. He
took up his residence on this farm, but
it brought him a trying existence. Not
only was the country wild and undeveloped, and therefore difficult to bring
to cultivation and fruitfulness, but the
state militia was exceedingly troublesome during the Civil war. The force
was out of commission and many of its
members, realizing that they were not
responsible to any definite authority,
roamed at will and committed continual
dekredations on unprotected settlers.
Horses and cattle were stolen and run
off by them, outhouses and even dwellings and personal violence was sometimes inflicted. The Rice family bore
its troubles bravely, enduring the wrongs
it suffered with fortitude if not always
with patience and forbearance, and at
length c o n d i t i o n s greatly improved
f o r it.
In 1867 the family moved to Clark
county and located on a farm which it
occupied and operated until 1903>when
the father moved to Howell county,
where he now resides. He was married
in 1857 t o Miss Margaret Roseborough,
of Scotland county, this state. They became the parents of one child, their son,
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Army of Northern Virginia,” to Appomattox, where he surrendered it to Gen.
Grant. The war over, he stayed in Virginia and Maryland until March, 1866.
At the time last mentioned he came to
Shelbina as land agent of the Hannibal
& St. Joseph Railroad. He has-ever
since been actively engaged in selling the
lands of the railroad company and the
real estate business on his own account,
and has been very successful in his undertakings. Being a man of very energetic and versatile mental equipment, he
has also given attention to other lines of
business, has been president of the Commercial Bank, vice-president of the Old
Bank of Shelbina, serving it in that capacity for a number of years, and is still
one of its directors. All the affairs of
the community of his home have had the
benefit of his close and conscientious attention and the benefit of his intelligence
in council concerning them and his enterprise in promoting whatever was gopd
for the people.
Politically Mr. Towson is a Democrat,
and under all circumstances he has taken
an active and serviceable interest in the
affairs of his party. As one of its leading members he was elected mayor of
Shelbina at the first election after the
incorporation of the municipality. He
was knowing, courageous and independent in the performance of his official
duties and gave the city an excellent administration of its affairs. His religious
affiliation is with the P r e s b y t e r i a n
church &nd his fraternal allegiance is
given to the Masonic order. In this fraternity he is prominent and well known
all over the state. He holds the rank of
Past Master in the Blue Lodge and has
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ascended the mystic ladder of the craft
through many of its more elevated divisions; is a Knight Templar and a
Noble of the Mystic Shrine. He keeps
the memories of his military service
alive by prominent membership in the
order of United Confederate Veterans,
in which he is now commander of the
eastern half of Missouri, with the rank
of brigadier-general.
Mr. Towson was first married in 1868
to Miss Gabie Combs, the nuptials being
celebrated in Shelbina. Her life ended
sadly in an accident on the railroad,
April 13, 1890. His second marriage
occurred October 20, 1891, and in this
he became united with Miss Emma Mosher, who was born in Michigan. Mrs.
Fowson entered the life eternal in July,
1910. They had no children of their
own, but reared an adopted daughter,
who is now Mrs. Clyde F. Lloyd, of
Chicago.
F o r forty-three years Mr. Towson has
been a resident of Shelbina and contributed to its advancement and the substantial comfort and enduring welfare of its
people. He is highly esteemed among
them, being regarded as one of the leading and most representative citizens of
the community, and one of its most fruitful factors in business, social and geuera1 life. Although he has reached the
limit of human life as fixed by the sacred
writer, he is still hale, vigorous and
active, and’ continues his industrious
contributions to the business progress
of the community. The record of his
peaceful enterprise is written in its development, and the foundation for advancement that he has helped to build is
such that it will be creditable to and suf-
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Thomas J., who is the immediate subject of this sketch. The father is an
earnest Democrat in political faith and
belongs to the Christian church. The
mother died at the birth of our subject
in 1858 and the father married a second
time, his second wife being Ruhama
Morrill who is still living. They had
three sons and three daughters.
Thomas J . Rice attended the public
schools in Scotland and Clark counties
and also the Baptist College at Alexandria, Missouri. Upon the completion
of his education he went to Arkansas,
where he remained five years, teaching
school during the winter months and acting as private secretary for Robert McClelland, a wealthy cattle man, during
the summers. At the end of the period
mentioned he returned to Missouri and
passed one year in Shelbina as a clerk
and salesman f0r.W. H. Dye, then one
of the leading general merchants of the
city. He next located on a farm near
Shelbina, on which he dwelt eleven years.
From ,that farm he moved to another
near Lentner which he occupied and
worked f o r five years. I n August, 190&
he returned to Shelbina, and here he has
ever since resided. He is now busily engaged in the real estate and fire insurance business, largely in behalf of the
Farmers Mutual Fire Association of
Shelby county, of which he has been
president since 1897.
Mr. Rice’s interests are numerous and
valuable. He i s a large landowner, a
stockholder in the Old Bank of Shelbina
and connected with several other enterprises of m o m e n t in themselves and
highly beneficial to the community. He
was also one of the founders of the
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Farmers’ & Merchants’ Bank, which is
now the Shelbina National Bank, and one
of its first stockholders and directors.
He is a Democrat in politics and holds
membership in the Order of Odd Fellows, the Modern Woodmen of America
and the Order of Royal Neighbors fraternally. He is also an active and zealous church worker, being steward of the
congregation t o which he belongs in the
Methodist Episcopal church, South.
On April 30, 1885, Mr. Rice was married to Miss Ida M. Freeland, of this
county. They have had five children,
three of whom are living. These are:
Vivian, wife of P. G. Fox, of Shelbina;
and Giles G. and Freeland R., who are
living at home. Margaret died in 1909.
Exemplifying in their daily lives all domestic and social attributes, and giving
to those around them examples in every
relation which are worthy of a11 imitation, Mr. and Mrs. Rice are justly regarded as among the best and most estimable citizens of the county, and are universally respected and admired as such.
WILLIAM H. GILLISPIE.
Actively engaged in a busin6ss of universal interest and value to all classes
of the community, prominent in social,
fraternal and church relations, and taking always a good citizen’s share of the
burden of public affairs upon himself,
William H. Gillispie, of Shelbina, is one
of the leading and most serviceable men>
in the world of Shelby county life, and is
universally esteemed as such. He was
born in this state on June 24, 1875, a
native of Monroe county, but comes of
good old Kentucky stock. His grand-

