SHELBY COUNTY

CIVIL WAR EVENTS

------------

Special thanks to Civil War historian Bruce Nichols at mapmaker3@aol.com for researching and creating our event listings!

------------

1861

------------

Southern Sabotage of Salt River Railroad Bridge

Location: near Hunnewell, Shelby County, MO

Date: about 10 Jul 1861

Sources: "The Official Records of the War of the Rebellion," published Washington, D. C. 1881-1902 (from here on I refer to this set as "O.R."); series 2 Prisoners of War, vol. 1, pp. 389-402 

Notes: This lengthy narrative is the tribunal record of the trials of Dr. Thomas S. Foster, a Ragsdell, and CPT Grimshaw. There was lots of war activity in that corner of southeast Shelby County, and I will include it for you since that is so close to Monroe County.

Guerrilla Train Shooting 

Location: near Hunnewell, southeast Shelby County, MO

Date: Night of 16/17 Aug 1861

Sources: 1884 History of Shelby County, p. 720; 1884 History of Marion County, pp. 407, 410; "O.R." series 1, vol. 3, p. 460; series 1, vol. 8, p. 135; series 2, vol. 1, pp. 105, 211, 213; "Supplement to the 'O.R'" part 2, vol. 9, 16th Ill Infantry, p. 207

Description: My records show that Rebels shot at trains this night both near Hunnewell and also near Palmyra, east Marion County, so some of these references may be for one or the other or both shootings. The Illinois troops were moving by train from Marion City to Hudson and were fired upon at both places as the train traveled west. At both occasions, the train stopped, the Yankees deployed against the shooters and the snipers dispersed. Railroad executive J.T.J Hayward wrote of this on 17 August that one ball passed by the conductor's head, and Hayward felt the shooter deliberately aimed at the conductor. One soldier was killed, one was slightly wounded in the foot and five Rebels were killed. 

Paris Skirmishes 

Location: in or near Paris, Monroe County, and others 

Dates: 2 and 3 Sep 1861  

Info Sources: The 1884 History of Shelby County, pp. 707-708; St. Louis newspaper "Daily Missouri Democrat," 9 Sep 1861; Farthing and Bodine, "Chronicles of Monroe County," 1993, p. 6. 

Description: A Union expedition of Col Williams and Major Cloud and elements of 2nd Iowa Infantry and 2nd Kansas Infantry moved quickly to Paris hoping to seize the bank assets. As they entered town at 4pm they captured three or four Rebels and chased others. There was no money in the bank, so after a hard rain that night the Federal column headed back toward their garrison at Hannibal via Shelbina near where they probably got on a train. Near Otter Creek, hidden Rebels shot and killed one of the Union pickets and nearby citizens told the northern soldiers that local secessionists under CPT Grace or Brace were gathering to attack them. Near Clinton, Federal cavalry (I have not identified) chased 15 southern horsemen five miles and captured one of them. Among the three or four Rebel prisoners were Lieutenants Edwards and Smith probably of that area.

------------

1862

------------

Skirmish 

Location: at or near Hunnewell, Southeast Shelby County

Date: 3 Jan 1862

Source: Dyer's "Compendium" vol. 2, p. 800 and vol. 

3. p. 1327

Description: Four companies of 10th MO Infantry (Union) were the Union side of this fire fight. That particular regiment was stationed at Warrenton, Warren County between 23 December 1861 and February 1862.  Possibly, the Rebel side of this fight was guerrilla chief Tom Stacy and his band, since they were known to operate in this neighborhood about this time.    

Skirmish

Location: nine miles north of Hunnewell, southeast Shelby County

Date: 16 Jan 1862

Source: "Columbia Missouri Statesman" of 17 Jan 1862 

Description: Three hundred troopers of Col Glover's 3rd MO Cavalry attacked the camp of an estimated 280 Rebel recruits at the above location. The Federals fired on and drove in the southern pickets and chased them and most of their companions into Monroe County capturing eight and taking lots of "guns and hats." 

Union Expedition with Skirmishes

Location: in Macon, Randolph, Monroe, and Shelby Counties

Dates: 4 to 7 Apr 1862

Source: Broadfoot's "Supplement to the 'O.R.'", part 2, vol. 35, pp. 331-2 

Description: The source gives few details except that the northern troops were Cpt H. P. Spellman with 58 troopers of Company C, 7th MO Cav from their station at Hudson, southeast Shelby County. One Federal was killed and fifteen southern men were captured along with 26 firearms.

Union Depredations 

Location: near Hunnewell, in southeast Shelby or northeast Monroe County

Date: 20 Jul 1862

Sources: Columbia, Boone County, "Missouri Statesman" of 1 Aug 1862 and Griffin Frost's "Camp and Prison Journal" originally published in 1867 and recently reprinted by Camp Pope Bookshop, Iowa City, IA, p. 296

Decription: Some Company C troopers of 11th Cav MSM from Hudson demanded dinner at a house not far from Salt River then vandalized the house. Next they took James Lasley, James or Joel Ridgeway, and James Price about 100 yards from the house and shot and stabbed them to death. The newspaper version quotes the militiamen to say they were fired upon from ambush and shot their captives when they tried to escape during the excitement. The 1860 MO Census index shows Lasley families in north-central Monroe County and Ridgways in northwest Monroe County and other nearby places. 

Mandatory Enrollment Date in New Enrolled Missouri Militia

Location: Statewide

Date: early August 1862 

Sources: newspaper "Daily Missouri Democrat" of 4 August 1862 and Hamilton, "The EMM," "Missouri Historical Review," July 1975, pp. 417-9 

Description: The mandatory enrollment of all able-bodied MO men age 18 to 45 across 

the state to begin MO's emergency home guard army called Enrolled Missouri Militia created uproar across the state.  Hundreds of new men across northeast MO rushed to join Rebel COL Joseph C. Porter's Rebel recruiting command and elsewhere others joined either southern recruiters or guerrilla bands.  Many men left the state and hundreds hid out in the countryside to escape having to go to county seats and enroll in the northern militia.  Tens of thousands of Missouri men did enroll as ordered including a number of Monroe County men into the 70th Enrolled Missouri Militia Regiment.  Missouri Union officials, worried by both the presence in the state of dozens of Rebel recruiters and guerrilla bands and the removal of many Union troops to hotter war fronts, were able to field a cheap, untrained army capable of little else than self-defense.  This amateur army of seventy-some-odd regiments managed to assist the few remaining regular Yankee troops in defending the state against Rebel onslaught throughout the rest of the war.

Guerrilla Depredations

Location: near Hunnewell, in southeast Shelby County 

Date: about 20 Sep 1862

Source: weekly newspaper of Brunswick, southeast Chariton County, the "Central City and Brunswicker" of 2 Oct 1862 quoting an earlier issue of the "Palmyra Courier" of Marion County.

Description: Unidentified guerrillas abducted a northern sympathizer named Perkins near 

the Salt River railroad bridge near Hunnewell by passing themselves as Enrolled Missouri Militia.  They took Perkins away and no trace of the man was ever found, although one area southerner later told another that the guerrillas hung Perkins and buried his body in the Salt River bottom.  Union troops searched the bottom but could never find any clue.

Movement of Large Body of Rebels

Location: southwest Shelby County

Date: 29 Sep 1862

Sourc: "O.R." series 1, vol. 13, p. 689

Descirption: Source quotes a Union military report in this area to say that about 250 Rebel recruits or guerrillas were seen riding south in the vicinity of Otter Creek south of 

Clarence in southwest Shelby County heading toward Monroe County.  What particularly concerned area Union leaders was the part of the report that said the southerners were wearing white hat bands, which was the standard recognition symbol of the newly formed Union Enrolled Missouri Militia who were beginning their service in civilian clothes and lacked uniforms.  Obviously, somebody informed area southerners of this fact, and this body of Rebels was using this recognition symbol to pass through unsuspecting northern patrols.

Union Troops Disposition

Location: Shelby County

Date: 20 Nov 1862

Source: "O.R." series 1, vol. 13, pp. 810-1.

Description: This Union troop disposition report stated that: at Paris were stationed COL Edwin Smart and nine companies of his 10th Cav MSM Regiment (who would be redesignated in February 1863 as the "New" 3rd Cav MSM to replace the "Old" 3rd Cav MSM which was broken up and its men redistributed to the 6th and 7th Cav MSM Regiments); at Hudson, southeast Shelby County, were stationed COL W. P. Robinson and nine companies of his 23rd MO Infantry Regiment.

Union Troops Disposition

Location: Shelby County

Date: 31 Dec 1862

Source: "O.R." series 1, vol. 22, part 1, pp. 893-4 

Description: Evidently with the departure of most of the Confederate recruiters in autumn 1862 and the capture or surrender of many of their recruits at that time, the Union army 

cut back its troops in the Monroe County area.  The Union army troop disposition report of this date lists only Company I of 2nd Cav MSM under Captain Albert G. Priest at Shelbyville, in south Shelby County on active duty at that time.  Of course, the Monroe County portion of the 70th EMM Regiment was still available at their civilian pursuits around the county and could theoretically be mobilized on short notice in case some threat materialized in the area.

------------

1863

------------

None noted.

------------

1864

------------

Activities of Anderson's Band

Location: in Monroe, Shelby, and Randolph Counties

Dates: 26 to 28 Jul 1864

Sources: "O.R." series 1, vol. 41, part 1, p. 174; part 2, pp. 410, 421, 422, 

423, 424, 441, and 445; Dyer's "Compendium," vol. 2, p. 811; 1884 History of 

Marion County, p. 539

Description: It appears that Anderson and company were responding to the directives of Confederate staff officers for the MO guerrillas to disrupt Union communication lines preparatory to General Sterling Prices' long-awaited invasion or liberation of the state.  If so, the timing was off, for Price and 11,000 Rebel troops didn't arrive for two more months.  "Bloody Bill" Anderson's band of anywhere from 36 to 100 raiders crossed Monroe County quickly without much notice the night of 25/26 July and the day of 26 

July and attacked the railroad installations at Shelbina and Lakenan in south Shelby County later on 26 July.  They burned the long Salt River railroad bridge, and a water tank, and a protective blockhouse near Shelbina, as well as a dwelling and two rows of railroad cars, did the same to more railroad facilities at Lakenan, then turned back southwest and went toward Howard County and roughly the way they came.  The band covered ground quickly, as was Anderson's style, and there is little record of any incidents in Monroe County to mark their passage to Shelby County and back again. However, Union authorities arrested one southern sympathizer who fed the guerrillas the 

evening of 26 July and local Union officials put about 200 local "distinguished rebels" to work helping to rebuild the ruined bridge.  The Union military and the railroads were very efficient in repairing such sabotage of the vital rail links here, so the trains were probably only held up a day or three.

Movement of Several Guerrilla Bands

Location: northeast Missouri

Date: 27 & 28 Jul 1864

Source: O.R. series 1, vol. 41, part 2, pp. 424, 441

Description: Other Union military reports from the field told of a band of 100 guerrillas near Sturgeon, north Boone County, and 35 to 40 more both several miles north and south of the village of Hunnewell, southeast Shelby County.  A colonel at Hannibal to the east joined in the hysteria to say that Marion County "is now full of roving bands."  Indeed, the real prospect that former MO governor and now Major General Sterling Price 

would soon make good on his promise to return with an army to liberate MO from the northern "tyranny" seemed to encourage more and more young men to take up the guerrilla banner particularly in northeast Missouri.

Guerrillas Attack Railroad Train

Date: 3 or 4 Oct 1864

Location: near Hunnewell, southeast Shelby County

Sources: "O.R." series 1, vol. 41, part 3, pp. 618, 619, 620; "Daily Missouri 

Democrat" of 5 October 1864; Richard Brownlee's "Gray Ghosts of the 

Confederacy," p. 220; and 1884 History of Marion County, pp. 539-540

Description: Nine guerrillas under a Hughes robbed a passenger train and burned two freight trains near Hunnewell. This happened when the passenger train derailed holding up the two following freight trains. The guerrillas robbed the express box of about $25,000 but took little from the frightened passengers. Some of the passengers were quick-thinking enough to hide the identity of three Union soldiers who were also passengers on the train, or the bushwhackers may have captured them or worse.

Union Troop Disposition Report

Location: near Shelby County

Date: 31 Oct 1864

Source: "O.R." series 1, vol. 41, part 4, p. 371

Description: This routine Union report telling where troops were on that date stationed identifies the only Yankee troops in the Monroe County area to be LTC Alexander F. Denny and four companies of 46th EMM at Allen in east Randolph County and CPT Lewis F. Carrothers and a provisional company of 70th EMM at Shelbyville, Shelby County.

Union Troop Disposition Report

Location: near Shelby County

Date: 31 Dec 1864

Source: "O.R" series 1, vol. 41, part 4, p. 983

Description: This routine Union report says that the only northern troops in or near Monroe County as of this date were one company of 46th EMM under CPT Charles F. Mayo at nearby Huntsville and a provisional company of 70th EMM under LT Martin O. Miller at Shelbyville as well as three companies of 49th EMM under CPT John F. Dierker at nearby Mexico.

------------

1865

------------

None noted.

